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OCS Trends
As of September 1996, existing leases totaled 5,826

compared to 5,225 at the same time last year. Almost one
third (1,858) of these leases are producing. (See regional
table, p. 3.)

Exploratory drilling for the third quarter of 1996
averaged 26.6 wells—up slightly from the quarterly
average of 26 a year ago. Development drilling averaged
46.7 wells per month—also up slightly from 1995’s third
quarter average of 46. (See drilling table, p. 2.)

Platform installations for the third quarter exceeded
removals by 18 (33 installed and 15 removed), bringing
total for the 9-month period to 85 installations and 63
removals. (See regional table, p. 3.)

Oil and gas production statistics thus far for 1996
(through August) show oil production down by 4.78
million barrels compared to the same 8-month period a
year ago, while gas production is up by about 153 billion
cubic feet. (See production table, p. 2.) 

  

National Trends
Total petroleum imports averaged 9.6 million barrels

per day in the third quarter of 1996. This was an increase
of 4 percent from the same period one year ago.
Petroleum products supplied for domestic use for the
third quarter averaged 18.06 million barrels per day—up
2 percent from the rate a year ago. [DOE/EIA, Monthly
Energy Review, Dec. 1996 issue.]

Crude oil prices for the third quarter of 1996 averaged
as follows: West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude
averaged $21.34 per barrel, Saudi Arabian Light (SAL)
averaged $19.48, and Alaska North Slope (ANS)
averaged $13.95. For the same period in 1995, the prices
were WTI $16.84, SAL $15.89, and ANS $12.36. 
[Prices based on quotes from the Oil & Gas Journal.] 

These sta tis tics are pre limi nary and are sub ject to change.
How ever, they do ac cu rately rep re sent OCS ac tiv ity lev els as
of the end of the quar ter.
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Wells 
Started Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

YTD
To tal

• Ex plora tory:

1996 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 23 18 50 30 22 29 22 29 253

1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 18 16 22 24 20 43 16 19 26 16 34 278

• De vel op ment:

1996 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 50 50 54 48 42 52 43 45 436

Production [Total volume]

Drilling—National OCS Monthly Data

Jan Fed Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
YTD
To tal

Crude Oil & Con den sate Com bined (mil lion bar rels)

1996.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.74 34.82 36.87 34.63 36.03 35.02 36.47 36.22 5.03* *291.83

1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56.26 26.83 34.50 34.05 36.46 35.10 35.10 33.28 32.93 32.64 35.64 36.40 429.19

Gas Well Gas & Cas ing head Gas Com bined (bil lion cu bic feet)

1996 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428.49 405.79 438.44 416.41 434.36 412.66 437.03 424.97 5.90* 3,404.05

1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 422.18 371.68 409.39 405.16 424.43 408.42 419.42 384.43 440.91 419.73 445.46 463.90 5,015.11

* PAC production only; GOM not available for this issue.
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Regional—OCS Quarterly Data
Alaska At lan tic Gulf of Mex ico Pa cific To tal

Qtr. YTD Qtr. YTD Qtr. YTD Qtr. YTD Qtr. YTD

Pre lease Ac tivi ties:
G & G Permits Approved . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0  0 0 0 41 102 0 0 41 102
Request for Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Call for Information/Comments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Area Identification. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Draft EIS (Published) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Final EIS (Published) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Proposed Notice of Sale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1
Notice of Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 * * 2 0 0 0 * * 2
Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pos tlease Ac tivi ties:
Exploration Plans Approved (Initial*). . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 38 177 0 0 38 177
Exploration Plans Approved (All) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 73 286 0 0 73 286
Exploration Well Starts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 80 253 0 0 80 253

Bore holes Plugged & Aban doned . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 12 125 0 1 12 126
APD’s Approved . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 180 569 6 20 186 589
Development Plans Approved (Initial*) . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 27 65 0 0 27 65
Development Plans Approved (All) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 82 227 0 0 82 227
Development Well Starts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 * * * 135 * * * 422 5 14 * * * 140 * * * 436
Platform Installations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 33 85 0 0 33 85
Platforms—In place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 3,854 NA 23 NA 3,877 NA
Platform Removals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 15 63 0 0 15 63
Platform Approvals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 36 105 0 0 36 105
SOP’s Approved. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 0 0 0  42 148 0 42 42 190

Cur rent Status of Pre lease 
        & Pos tlease Ac tivi ties: As of Sep tem ber 31, 1996

Existing Leases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 53 * *  * * 5,639 83 * * * * 5,826
<200 me ters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 3,688  31 3,719
200–400 me ters of wa ter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 226 29 255
400–900 me ters of wa ter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 14 390 23 427
>900 me ters of wa ter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 39 1,335 0 1,374

Acres under lease (millions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.23 0.30 28.99 0.42 29.94
Producing Leases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 * * * * * 1,815 43 * * * * * 1,858
Fields (Total) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 712 38 750

Pro duc ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 662 11 673
Non- Producing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 50 27  77

NA—The YTD column does not apply because the number of platforms in place changes monthly. 
*   Does not include reviews of initial plan submittals, required plan revisions, draft plans before they are
    officially deemed complete, or requests to modify or waive a previously approved plan condition.
* *  Sales 257 and 166              * * *  Includes 5 sulphur & salt wells. 
* * * * Includes 4 sulphur leases and 1 salt lease.                   * * * * * Includes 4 sulphur leases.
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Rigs & Production Platforms 
       [As ter isk af ter block number de notes pro duc ing dis cov ery]

Pro ject Name Area   Block Depth
(ft)/(m)

Op era tor

Cou lomb Mis sis sippi Can yon 657 7520/2292 Shell Off shore

Me tal lica Mis sis sippi Can yon 911 7000/2128 BP Ex plo ra tion

No name Mis sis sippi Can yon 522 6950/2118 Shell Off shore

King’s Peak De soto Can yon 133 6530/1990 Amoco

No name Mis sis sippi Can yon 429 6274/1912 Shell Off shore

No name At wa ter Val ley 575 6220/1896 BP Ex plo ra tion

No name Mis sis sippi Can yon 383 5729/1746 Shell Off shore

King Mis sis sippi Can yon 84 5500/1676 Amoco

Mensa (SS) Mis sis sippi Can yon 687* 5376/1639 Shell Off shore

Hoo ver East Banks 994 4785/1455 Exxon

Di ana East Banks 945 4400/1341 Exxon 

Fuji Green Can yon 506 4243/1293 Tex aco 

Ursa (TLP) Mis sis sippi Can yon 809 4021/1226 Shell Off shore

Eu ropa Mis sis sippi Can yon 935 3889/1185 BP Ex plo ra tion

No name Green Can yon 472 3817/1163 Conoco

Van cou ver Green Can yon 472 3780/1152 Shell Off shore

Boom vang (SS) East Banks 688 3737/1139 Read ing & Bates

Maca roni Gar den Banks 602 3600/1097 Shell Off shore

Nir vana Mis sis sippi Can yon 162 3414/105 BP Ex plo ra tion

Gem ini Mis sis sippi Can yon 292 3393/1034 Tex aco

Ram Pow ell (TLP) Vio sca Knoll 956 3255/992 Shell Off shore

Mar lin Vioscal Knoll 915 3200/975 Amoco

Al le gheny (FPS) Green Can yon 254 3186/971 En serch Ex plo ra tion

Mars (TLP) (SS) Mis sis sippi Can yon 807 2940/967* Shell Off shore

Bru tus (SS) Green Can yon 158 2877/877 Shell Off shore

Auger (TLP) Gar den Banks 426* 2860/872 Shell Off shore

No name Mis sis sippi Can yon 718 2828/862 BP Ex plo ra tion

Troika Green Can yon 244 2672/814 BP Ex po ra tion

Gene sis (SPAR) Green Can yon 205 2597/792 Chev ron

Bi son Green Can yon 166 2518/767 Exxon Cor po ra tion

Leo Mis sis sippi Can yon 502 2500/760 British- Borneo (Shell)

Coo per (FPS) Gar den Banks 388* 2190/668 En serch

Dia mond (SS) Mis sis sippi Can yon 445* 2095/636 Oryx En ergy

Popeye (SS) Green Can yon 116* 2000/607 Shell Off shore

Nep tune (SPAR) Vio sca Knoll 826* 1930/587 Oryx En ergy

Pom pano II (SS) Mis sis sippi Can yon 28* 1865/568 BP Ex plo ra tion

Ar nold (SS) Ew ing Banks 963 1800/549 Mara thon (Tex aco)

Rocky (SS) Green Can yon 110* 1785/544 Shell Off shore

Petronius (CT) Vio sca Knoll 786 1754/535 Tex aco

Jol liet (TLP) Green Can yon 184* 1720/524 Conoco Inc.

Thor Vioca Knoll 825 1710/521 Oryx En ergy

Bald pate  (CT) Gar den Banks 260 1641/500 Ame rada Hess

No name (SS) Mis sis sippi Can yon 441 1520/463 En serch Ex plo ra tion

Kla math Ew ing Banks 921 1500/457 British- Borneo Ex plo ra tion

Ta hoeII (SS) Vio sca Knoll 783* 1500/457 Shell Off shore

Zinc (SS) Mis sis sippi Can yon 354* 1460/445 Exxon

Sun day Si lence Ew ing Banks 958 1450/442 Tatham Off shore

Ala bas ter (FP) Mis sis sippi Can yon 397* 1390/424 Exxon

Bull win kle (FP) Green Can yon 65* 1353/412 Shell Off shore

Pom pano I (FP) (SS) Vio sca Knoll 989* 1290/393 BP Ex plo ra tion 

Oys ter (SS) Ew ing Banks 917 1200/366 Marathon

Virgo Vio sca Knoll 823 1130/344 Elf 

No name  (SS) Vio sca Knoll 862* 1043/318 Wal ter Oil & Gas Co.

Shasta (SS) Green Can yon 136* 1040/317 Tex aco Ex plo ra tion

Am ber jack (FP) Mis sis sippi Can yon 109* 1029/314 BP Ex plo ra tion

Co gnac (FP) Mis sis sippi Can yon 194* 1025/312 Shell Off shore

Lena (CT) Mis sis sippi Can yon 281* 1018/310 Exxon Cor po ra tion

Spend- A- Buck (SS) Gar den Banks 117* 940/287 Flextrend

Se at tle Slew (SS) Ew ing Banks 914* 920/280 Tatham Off shore

FP = Fixed Plat form    FPS = Float ing Plat form Sys tem   CT = Com pli ant Tower    TLP = Ten sion
Leg Plat form    SS = Sub seas Sys tem   SPAR = unit con sist ing of sin gle point buoy tanker load ing
and moor ing plat form with stor age tank         

Deepwater Fields—GOM
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Inspections, Compliance & Training—1996

OCS Oil Spill Data 1986–95

Year

GULF OF MEX ICO RE GION PA CIFIC RE GION
To tal OCS 
Spill age 
 (bar rels)

Num ber of Spills by Vol ume
To tal GOM 

Spill age (bar rels) 

Num ber of Spills by Vol ume
To tal Pa cific

Spill age (bar rels)>1–50 bar rels >50 bar rels >1–50 bar rels >50 bar rels

1986 45 3 572 3 0 12 584

1987 35 1 231 2 0 11 242

1988 30 3 15,971 1 0 2 *15,973

1989 24 1 476 3 0 8 484

1990 35 3 19,308 0 1 100 19,408

1991 33 1 646 3 0 61 707

1992 29 2 2,336 0 0 0 2,336

1993 24 0 147 0 0 0 147

1994 20 4 4,725 3 0 83 4,808

1995 31 3 773 1 0 **1 774

* Includes one spill of 5 barrels on the Alaska OCS.
** 1.4 barrels rounded to 1 barrel.
Note: In 1995, three spills were  greater than 50 barrels:  East Cameron 219 (75 barrels of condensate),  
          High Island A371 (89 barrels of diesel fuel), and West Cameron 198 (435 barrels of condensate).

Regional OCS Oil Spill Data

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
To tal
YTD

In spec tions:
OCS drilling facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 84 116 123 169 141 150 106 138 1,131
OCS production facilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . 227 337 317 315 600 523 436 466 476 3,697
Pipeline inspections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 7 83 33 22 23 35 9 11 169
Measurement/Site Security . . . . . . . . . . . 243 153 292 378 523 414 458 372 326 3,159
Workover/Completion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 37 37 56 73 70 68 77 47 504
Abandonment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 0 2 4 2 4 1 3 5 28
Environmental. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 27 38 61 97 56 48 40 25 421

Com pli ance:
Citations (INC’s*) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 240 419 359 699 484 597 640 481 4,103

En force ments:
Component shut-ins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 111 189 189 331 130 367 259 197 1,868
Drilling facility shut-ins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 7 9 22 23 5 6 17 24 123
Production facility shut-ins . . . . . . . . . . . 7 7 9 5 29 18 14 21 11 121

Train ing:
Certified schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 57 57 57 57 57 59 59 59 NA

To tal Cer tifi cates Is sued . . . . . . . . . 2,103 2,628 1,890 1,605 1,329 1,276 1,305 1,572 1,381 15,089
 Driller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 919 1,055 714 651 463 439 441 624 567 5,573
 Com ple tion/Workover . . . . . . . . . 711 794 481 462 406 388 397 462 472 4,873
 Well serv ic ing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325 468 370 281 250 284 302 303 176 2,759
 Pro duc tion safety sys tem. . . . . . . 148 311 325 211 210 165 165 183 166 1,884

Note: Subpart O lessee training regulations became effective February 25, 1991.
NA—Not applicable.
* Incidents of Noncompliance.  



OCS Revenues—Rents & Royalties [in millions of dollars] 

Disbursements—Section 8(g) by State [in thousands of dollars]

Other Disbursements [in millions of dollars]

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
YTD 
To tal

• Rental:
1996 . . . . . . 3.58 0.37 0.43 8.23 15.58 18.92 20.28 29.81 7.71 104.91
1995 . . . . . . 0.42 0.25 1.11 10.13 7.96 15.91 9.10 15.03 6.52 4.78 1.86 2.65 75.72

• Roy alty:
1996 . . . . . . 188.32 263.07 271.11 314.20 255.89 317.17 295.24 209.61 308.57 2,423.18
1995 . . . . . . 185.28 195.40 160.95 184.56 186.38 208.66 199.09 190.00 172.58 172.85 174.64 176.92 2,207.31

 

 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

YTD
To tal

• AL:

1996 . . . . . 659.56 833.45 1,157.39 1,305.95 970.98 1,380.15 886.27 548.52 1,108.00 8,850.27

1995 . . . . . 518.04 659.71 583.91 512.27 389.43 552.90 594.99 672.37 567.34 544.84 543.73 463.70 6,603.22

• AK:

1996 . . . . . 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 92.58 0.00 6.55 19.209 0.00 118.34

1995 . . . . . 4.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.15 0.00 4.98 18.64 0.00 34.75

• CA:

1996 . . . . . 280.79 527.34 304.94 360.95 280.00 675.51 361.57 402.04 305.69 3,498.83

1995 . . . . . 440.25 391.96 446.16 412.22 404.65 487.56 505.77 443.65 293.46 521.09 496.29 219.29 5,062.37

• FL:

1996 . . . . . 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

1995 . . . . . 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.10 0.00 0.00 1.10

• LA:  

1996 . . . . . 622.37 1,049.31 1,310.42 1,169.14 1,222.95 1,200.56 2,686.82 3,576.95 2,010.50 12,849.02

1995 . . . . . 634.33 683.67 609.82 808.88 548.43 682.52 728.75 855.23 659.78 719.19 632.66 736.51 8,299.75

• MS:

1996 . . . . . 21.36 35.92 23.13 70.09 32.53 54.80 23.81 26.25 35.33 323.22

1995 . . . . . 0.00 0.00 0.00 9.81 31.08 21.55 9.98 35.64 19.21 26.97 20.74 30.32 205.29

• TX:  

1996 . . . . . 756.85 876.16 917.55 781.87 709.99 754.93 896.78 82385 1,144.29 7,662.27

1995 . . . . . 549.75 737.18 584.26 723.08 461.11 506.32 704.04 598.27 722.48 1,156.43 1,513.98 757.61 9,014.51



 OCS Civil Penalties Paid in FY96 

Case Num ber Vio la tion  De scrip tion Vio la tion Date(s)
Pen alty

Amount Date Paid

GOM–94–16 . . . Well A-7 mud- pit- level in di ca tor in op era tive dur ing well- completion op era tions 12/08/93 $1,200 10/11/95

GOM–94–23 . . . Iso la tion valves on sump tank’s LSH were closed 05/02/94 $1,200 05/16/96

GOM–94–25 . . . Wells D-2 and D-12 had SCSSV’s by passed and test ing re quire ment for well D-2 was ex ceeded 04/19/94 $4,200 08/09/96

GOM–94–27 . . . Shale shaker gas de tec tion sys tem in op er able; me chani cal ven til la tion sys tem alarm was in op er able 05/23/94 $19,500 08/01/96

GOM–94–30 . . . Three SCSSV’s not closed dur ing rig move ment. 05/24/94 $6,000 05/30/96

GOM–94–31 . . . SCSSV by passed on well A-2 06/15/94 $2,000 10/10/95

GOM–94–32 . . . Gas de tec tion sys tem for mud pit room by passed 06/16/94 $8,000 01/22/96

GOM–94–33 . . . Pol lu tion —LSH by passed on flare gas scrub ber 06/09/94 $6,000 02/02/96

GOM–94–35 . . . SCSSV for well C-2 manu ally by passed by clos ing the cas ing pres sure ex haust header vavle at the sur vace 07/01/94 $2,000 02/27/96

GOM–94–37 . . . No gas- detecting equip ment in the mud sys tem to moni tor the drill ing mud re turns 07/14/94–07/18/94 $10,000 01/15/96

GOM–94–38 . . . Wells C-3, C-6, C-9, and C-16 were al lowed to flow with leak ing FSV 06/212/94–06/30/9 $12,000 10/27/95

GOM–94–39 . . . Pro duced with SCSSV leak ing 09/14/94 $15,000 10/26/95

GOM–94–41 . . .
Due to in op er able sump sys tem, 25 bbls spilled into GOM; no fire wa ter sys tem; fa cil ity un manned—no daily in -
spec tion for pol lu tion, site se cu rity on stor age tank, nor other un safe op era tions 09/02/94 $14,300 01/31/96

GOM–95–01 . . . LSH on sump tank and PSL on gly col pump by passed 10/20/94 $3,000 12/04/95

GOM–95–02 . . . PSHL by passed on the fuel gas scrub ber and gen er ator fuel gas 10/03/94 $3,000 12/04/95

GOM–95–03 . . . LSH by passed on sump tank 07/09/94 $800 01/17/96

GOM–95–09 . . . Wells 52 and 79—SSCSV not  tested within 6- month in ter val; Well 99—SCSSV by passed at hy drau lic line 02/01/95 $18,000 03/20/96

GOM–95–10 . . . Well B-12—SSCSV not pulled, in spected, and re run at 12- month in ter val 08/01/94–08/25/94 $3,500 03/26/96

GOM–95–11 . . . Sup ply gas to sump pump closed off—re sulted in 2 bbls pol lu tion 05/25/95 $15,000 07/16/96

GOM–95–12 . . . Dur ing wire line op era tions, non fusi ble me chani cal opener held SSV open 11/22/94 $3,000 03/13/96

GOM–96–01 . . . Well A-7 SCSSV blocked out of serv ice 03/28/94 $1,500 03/08/96

GOM–96–03 . . . SSV for well A-1 was leak ing and was left in serv ice for 5 days 08/09/94–08/13/94 $5,000 07/23/96

GOM–96–07 . . . Gas com pres sor leak ing oil, sump tank re ceiv ing ex ces sive pre sure, LSH on sump tank in op er able 07/19/95 $11,000 06/26/96

GOM–96–14 . . . LSH for sup ply gas scrub ber by passed and blocked out of serv ice 05/20/95–05/24/95 $25,000 09/24/96

                                       Total Penalties Paid 10/01/95–09/30/96 . . . . . . . . . . $190,200

OCS Revenue Contributions
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1954 Outer Con ti nen tal Shelf Lands Act

1969 Na tional En vi ron men tal Pol icy Act

1970 Clean Air Act 

1972 Coastal Zone Man age ment Act 

1973 En dan gered Spe cies Act

1977 Clean Wa ter Act 

1978 OCS Lands Act Amend ments

1982 Fed eral Oil & Gas Roy alty Man age ment Act 

1984 Na tional Fish ing En hance ment Act 

1985 OCS Lands Act Amend ment  to Sec tion 8(g) 

1990 Clean Air Act Amend ments
Oil Pol lu tion Act of 1990 (OPA 90)
North Caro lina Outer Banks Pro tec tion Act
OCS Lands Act Amend ment to Sec tion 8(j)

1995 Deep wa ter Roy alty Re lief Act

1996 OPA 90 Amend ments

 Chronology of OCS-Related Laws Historical Firsts—Onshore & Offshore

• First well drilled specifically for oil (Titusville, PA).....................1859

• First jack-up drillship patent (Samuel Lewis) ............................1869

• First over-water well drilled (Summerland, CA) ........................1896

• First drilling mud used (Spindletop)...........................................1900

• First GOM well drilled (Creole Field) .........................................1938

• First GOM OCS exploratory well drilled ...................................1946

• First offshore lease sale.............................................................1954

• Production from water depths exceeding 100 ft........................1955

• World’s first drillship (Cuss I)(Santa Barbara Channel) ............1956

• First subsea well drilled .............................................................1961

• First Pacific OCS exploratory well drilled ..................................1963

• Birth to North Sea oil and gas industry with
Ekofisk Field discovery ..............................................................1969

• World’s first offshore concrete gravity base 
structure (Beryl platform) ...........................................................1975

• First Alaska OCS exploratory well drilled ..................................1976

• First Atlantic OCS exploratory well drilled .................................1977

• First fixed platform installed beyond 1,000 ft. water depth .......1979

• First artificial island built in the Arctic ........................................1982

• First compliant guy-towered platform (in GOM) ........................1983

• First oil produced from beneath 2,000 ft. of water ....................1984

• First horizontal wells drilled offshore .........................................1991

• 3D seismic data acquisition set global trend .............................1992

• First sub-salt discoveries in the U.S. Gulf ................................1993

Source: Pennwell Publishing Company

Offshore Stats is now available on the MMS
worldwide website at http://www.mms.gov. You will
also find information about MMS programs,
initiatives, and regulatory activities. Also, through
MMS’s home page, you may access the home pages of 
the Royalty Management Program and the Gulf of
Mexico, Pacific, and Alaska OCS Regions.

 MMS Internet Home Page


